THE NEW Labour Leader of the
City Council, John Hamilton, speak-
ing to students outside the Town
Hall.

Protestors marched to the first
meeting of the new council to
demonstrate opposition to the
£200,000 cut in discretionary grants
made by the Liberals in March.

This represents a third of the
previgus year’s budget for such
awards. As many as 90% of students
at the Central and Childwall Hall
colleges.rely on them.

Most of the students doing one-
year ‘O" or ‘A’ level courses are
single parents, unemployed, mature
students, or others trying to get to
University or a better job.

Cutting their grants will result
in many of them joining the dole
queue or relying on social security.
And if courses collapse through
lack of support, staff could end up on
the dole as well.

Councillor Hamifton promised
to see what improvements could be
made. But, given the delicate balance
of power on the City Council, it is
possible nothing can now be changed.

At the same time, the minority
Labour group can demonstrate their
concern without any real risk of
having to reinstate the cuts.
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June 20: Tony Bunyan, author of ‘The
Political Police in Britain’ speaks
about Special Branch, MI5, Internal
Security etc. *Check by phoning 227 2514.
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