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Rape attack:

- They are still anxious
to trace a 30cwt. truck
with hard green canvas
sides seen in the area at

. Ef ; - l o o

Pak-o-Lies is compiled by the Liverpool Free Communications Group, the time of the attack.
e an organisation which exposes unsavoury goings-on in newspaper offices This vehicle bears the
i words Soft Drinks and
PI . e S S a |1 oyl G
“They don't exactly bend over WWH _ g g
backwards to help you, but you ' = K- I

get used to it after a while.”” That e
was how one claimant at a Min-
istry of Social Security office put it.

But the attitude at the Garston
office would frustrate the patience

Downtfall

of even the most experienced Ordinary people are always getting fronted with the facts, he sent
Cla'.f?f,nt' G Batila ) : trampled on by newspapers in down a fact-finder. Subsequently, Of
Shaie; GeUPe B b 8 S search of a ‘good story’. These days  in a two-line letter, the editor sugg-
on the other."” This is typical of the people of Burnard Crescent ested they all let “bygones be .
the opinions expressed about the : in Kirkby hate the guts of the bygones”. COnStrUCtlon
Garston office. &0 JSEY ININAGEISREST Kirkby Reporter, the Daily Mail, While every newspaper has the
Claims of office inefficiency and and the News of the World. right to shout if it sees someone
hostility, delays and the failure to Back in June the Reporter being victimised, the point about News
:an:)rm clfn.mants ﬁf their rights are carried a front page splash story this incident is that the papers
cibltes bt o i e p . about one family in the crescent were just interested in creating a
| being victimised by the rest. ‘good’ story about a row between Lord Thomson of Fleet has always
Wage stop On the ntervention of HELP. sad _ But it only gave the alleged neighbours in the hope that it boasted of the complete freedom
BT g the housing and children’s dep- vicitms’ side of the case. Apparent- would entertain their readers. allowed to the editors of his many
chim:e?f i;gtt‘g lstagaetsvgrlbt(ht;:r\fugh artment, the eviction was suspended ly EO-OI:etOH tltlet }?EhefeSl@engo'f | If they _had been seriously newspapers and magazines... provid-
sickness.' He had been on supple- WHEE: IRy SaUgnt SO QIEOVRL BOW i ? e h ur; lrlsz. !nterest(?d in the problem — and ing they make money.
mentary benefit and had been wage- muqh benefc_t had been paid by : lt, wasn't as though the eporter its solution — they would have This principle was put to the
stopped, though when first visited Social Security. _ didn’t kpow therfa were two sides checked the facts more carefully test recently on one of his most
he produced wage slips showing Garston Office ignored their to the dispute — it had run much before passing judgement. profitable papers — Construction
weekly earnings of £25—£30. letter. . ; the same sort of muck-raking item For people who don’t want News
As a result of trying to maintain YAUEE e QUG Mg AT HIoRY in 1969. to see disagreements with neigh- Over the st 1 h
a family of one lowly-paid teenag- wrote again, they denied receiving B that oot 156 1t 0 S48 i Jver the last four years the paper
er and five dependent children on it, until the reference number was ided. but e DUTIES FERPIG. M2 0000 SEen S : has given readers the low-down on
£15 35 Ha wae draRIA T Rav Tas quoted. They then admitted it. gne-sl-ted, ]'{chotllie arcllg;'y I 51t ; the Press, the answer seems to be,. a lot of things the building industry
bills amounting to £40. Five months after the original €posited wi PRIt R SRy If reporters come your way, don’t would like to have seen kept quiet.
Mr B gave in a form to the Gar- request, the information was supp- ment refut.mg the 311383'“0{15- T}us talk until you know whether they The collapse of Ronan Point, the
ston office asking how his benefit lied. was not printed nor bome.m mind are just out to sell papers. hazards of box girder bridges, the
was composed and requesting a Immediately Liverpool housing wheq round two came up 1n Y. e construction industry’s bad safety
visit to discuss the problem of his department awarded the retro- Distressed by the publicity,23 L L L record and high unemployment,
;??ezlc}';raa?g it wn i Spe‘?tr:;ekzz?:lact;fz.social sensitivity {amﬂles l:dt?s ggziiﬁ?g,ﬂﬁdme b h t appalling architecture and price
Nothing happened for three ancilfeagerness-to liaise with other t)};:;rir;%e supposed to be victyim.-v B"g t spo f;l):l;)gall:::e all been exposed by
We?l'klrfé Garston office was cont :ﬁefigee ?geenvilc?fktg?‘tairS?fli?:ecshar | ising at Kirkby Labour Club. :‘3'214 peopl? have stopped buy- Following protests from build-
acted once again. They said the had been sadly lacking in this case, ng th.e Echo in t_he last year — a ing firms, the Thomson manage-
wage-stop aspect was being re- as in others from Garston. I:Iaily Nlail pepopt drop in readership of 60,000. ment stepped in with a scheme to
examined, and unless Mr B could Great suffering has resulted to According to the latest figures ‘correct’ the bias. This involves
produce wage slips they could do the most helpless people. A truce was called— the two (for January-July 1971) sales aver watching the weekly cartoon for
Mr B had been ill and lost the Penny pinching . ;rhe prﬁrttﬁr tfhen.l?arf‘e]fﬂz 3%% less than in the same period relations stories off the front page,
slips). picture of ai the lamilies chudren last year. taking care to avoid cynicism and
He did have his P45 however, “They're so bloody mean you'd dancing down the street together— sneering, and taking extra care
and by using this he was able to think it was money out of their although the 23 thought the re- ? not to offend advertisers.
convince the visitor who finally own pockets,” said one dissatis- port still made it seem that they erl’Ol' COpS out The editor refused, pointing out
called that he had been wrongly fied claimant. Something that Mrs  } were in the wrong originally. They that circulation had risen 10% in
wage-stopped. iVI ercerlf)f Y . swallowed this in the hope of lett- The Daily Mirror is refusing to a year, and there was no sign of
His benefit was raised to £18.10 OOAweoc-ial A AR DS A ing bygones be bygones. print an advert for a book which advertising revenue falling.
and he received a Giro payment of that I\s;lrs Morcar ne?:eded 3 ne?;v The Daily Mail must have seen tells the story of a corrupt pol- Soon after this, there was more
e e R O o e el bed. A second-hand dealer deliver- the Reporter story and sent round one  jceman, pressure and the editor and his
£13|.r12§dsc;‘i(t){c§;1 i B st hent wiien ed one a week later — with a ?f ﬂillelr m(;en. IgedSP()ke :10 th(;lone'd The book, called ‘Sir, you deputy left. The journalists refused
a form to sign declaring he had broken leg and headboard and amily and nobody on the other side.  pagtard * by G F Newman, is being to become “paid hacks who coll-
received £32 earnings-related bene- curtain material stapled over the Later one lady, tleanng he had published in paperback by the aborate in the suppression of the
fit. but that this would be taken mattress. L _ been, rang the Mail’'s Northern News  Ney English Library in October. truth” and most of them went on
by Social Security because he had thevggzreﬂrgigﬂﬁgesh;o&pﬂr’:gd' Desk in Manches!:er to protest that After asking for a copy of strike for two days. .
already received it in his weekly take what she was given g the 23 had been ignored. In the the book, the Mirror wrote to Thomsons then brought in
payments. Later a special i e L course of a 20-minute call, she put the publishers saying the content two ‘reliable’ men to run the paper
But this was related to the called, and had the bed taken away. the record straight. was “such that we do not wish to along with the handful of journalists
2"{)”32:: W:i%e stoppage and should But the dining room furniture We'll Sﬁnd a reporter to see you carry the advertising.” who had not joined the strike.
av_(le_he wag?e sté:p applied without had been contaminated by fleas torr}?lrrow,t ghe Mlalll\gr?lmlsi(lj: i
checking and against the facts, was from the bed, It had to be destr- : S DO S0 Hig Sea. Do N
wrong. |t caused great mental oyed and replaced by social its story — a rather one-s@ed version. ’ — s
suffering and would not have been security.. .. iy It sent a reporter — Mr Michael - Gl S T R S R T
rectified but for intervention, New furniture provided in the Cuerden. He saw none of the 23.
Office procedure was slow and first place would have prevented The next day there was the state- ”
insensitive, and it took a visitor all this trouble — nothing was ment of the victimised mother, run- a eon
# month o i Ve B DRI DI, vang | ing il down the page withatie [N KA b s
. . m of Mrs Mercer's misfortunes at photo. : h
Eviction threat the hands of the Garston office. No attempt to see if there was b mar‘ es
T In April the following year gn?f othzr v]tzrsion. ﬁunﬁ worst of all,
arston oftice w ; her 14-year-old son died of cancer elving back into the history —
in delaying for five months the after a zear’s continually deter- | guarangteed to provoke new ill 0” Moscow
solution of one of the worst threats  jgrating health :
— that of eviction. lorin'rr;gM:fcer had to meet excess- e the. PR, |
The family in question were ive fuel bills during this time as * The follQwiy SORCAY, & M JOUG | PAGE §
awaiting eviction by the bailiffs — her son had continually com- Field, who writes a "blunt’ column N T T AR B L .;-&q-,_‘.__. ety
though their rent arrears were olained of cold. for the News qf.the World added his R O G N R i L 2 R S R S #
Spitasly due ftorzgeag[renog‘,gz'?gey The bills amounted to about£90, | OWn lgsult to lfguw‘-‘ge called the
ranied a ren wnli i ' alleged persecution azism. ‘
Exad applied for five months prev- TS oTliel pfied Ao g \%heﬁ his editor was later con- | - ‘ Late I"IEWS?

iously. (Continued on page 9)




