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All talk and no blame...

Pollution is only tackled when the remedy does not passed by the Secretary of State for the Environment

/unduly affect the financial interests of the giant indust-  would strengthen the authority’s powers enormously
rial corporations. The Mersey River Authority’s annual (at the moment these are restricted to discharges into
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giving it extra powers, because they were “’still seeking

0 & report said: “'If a clean Mersey estuary is wanted, the the river begun after 1960 — most of the worst disch--
[ | public must be prepared to meet the cost, either directly arges began before 1960).
A d in the form of increased rates or indirectly through in- But speaking to the Free Press Mr Buckley said the
y I n g S e a creased prices for manufactured goods following exp- authority hadn’t asked the minister to make an Order
enditure by the private sector, on the treatment

The River Mersey swills into ton. At that point the river of trade effluents.” extra information.”
Liverpool Bay. It flushes more is narrow and slow-flowing, . : gt . . L
than 30,000 million gallons of  with a low level of oxygen and N_o talk of poll_utnon being combated using increased In his report N!r Bucklt.ey estimates it }NI“ take ten
crude sewage and 19,000 mill- an enormous level of industrial profits already being grossed by the industries on the years to win the fight against pollution, if the fight ever
. ;s?ogtaliogz ;)i ;t;guys;;ﬁtl waste pou.:;l\(:::l LD banks of the Mersey. But there is no shortage of talk gets off the ground. Top-ranking Liverpool Corpor-
But Liverpool Bay behaves  effluent, 650,000 tons of un- Mffse}’sfdefsh baéhe in the about the problem of pullution; the state of the est- ation officers concerned with the state of the Mersey
ina ic.}':’rlr;lartw;;-rcnyt .tdo at land-tlﬁcked tOrfc?ltled h‘:lma; dtuirdssfrorlr: Bury, CoUCUIIIIUIIIIIIUIIIIS ;‘;ﬁ f:f!}; :;;;:; ba"-;‘:c‘; S‘iil C;::’;:” uary is being talked about by the local authorities are honest about when that fight will start.
sea. When the tide turns the am, Rochdale, Stockport, ~o o '$ d . . : : : " . :
sewage and waste swills back. Manchester and Salford are AT Ferry, and enjoy the sandy and mdus?ry t?gethe"- the disposal Pf sludge in Liver- 3 It won’t start before 1974, after the rodrgen
And so the contamination of dumped each year by ships A beaches at Formby and Crosby. pool Bay is being talked about; environmental poll- ation of local government, because spending the money
zl;:e?fz(}hes g;;:r:a(sies, and the owned by Manchester and Sal- === SOUTHPORT Every mile of those areas ution in the British Isles is being talked about. now is a highly-charged political decision. The money
a polluted sea on i ok : . o~ 7 ; : ! : .
el s e’ il f°f1;‘;{g‘;g§gggﬁm of highly s aff;;?tzi .Zy ?tsgff? sk No-one is ever blamed. The river authority talks in can be spent on projects more likely to catch votes, and
’ | Heavy metals kill off toxic industrial waste is dumped e g e its report about the need for more power to use against  the responsibility for the river can be put on the larger
By Ron Biggs | the McKinsey dream of ‘“rationally plankton. Plankton is a food bg éﬂarltﬂe %Spisals c(iPE;flf) Ltd, dep(;site v age On‘g\rew ; those who pollute the river. authorities that take over in 1974.”
q - SRR B £ PRIt of Garston Dock, an uent - : 3 :
. ?iilt:(;?r:nﬁ?‘%eFggogll‘?es is being fiil ?;):éfsgso;tsg;ﬁ]?;oihﬁgg i ah e kit ik Brightow promenade and siip In his report on the state of the estuary Mr A.D. Ten years after makes 1984. An appropriate date.
Liverpool hospital area has the | e fallen dramatically over the Manchester is the driving force ways. Buckley, chief water quality officer, said that an Order
beot ’Pt ‘ I_){_ of B In fact the reverse is true. Under past few years, emphasising behind a consortium of 49 The Mersey and Weaver River '
1g41€S1 proportion ol mcnta/l the present regime priorities are the lesson that has to be local authorities who want to FORMBY report said: “Anyone taking a \/\—/- OLDHAM
in-patients in the country. being determined by irrational and learned. constrl;c(t)goggicr)l(; Fipelir}ehto casual stroll without paying
G : aers : o ; 2 ump 5,000, : e
This is one of the disturbing facts \inhuman political dogma, and pub- cm::;e trt‘l‘:';é(;:’u‘gr}‘l‘i i‘;liieis gxcrfmem e th: 'S]esaoby g due regard to the ground could E.Coli -- bacteria straight He told a Free Press repor-
in a Government statistical review lic resources are increasingly shifted available to marine plant year 2000. not avoid getting their shoes from th;bowgz, 2 :;a"f b:e" ; ter:“Domestic sewage is
on mental hospitais. to the needs of the affluent. life, and so plant life retreats. The 1971 report of the soiled with sewage. medeured.off Linsdae bedcnst, . ;g potential Realth-Hatar.
And the area is one of the As plant life declines, the Royal Commission on Pollu- But it isn’t just the un- The level reached varies between It contains faecal material
¢ TTﬁﬂ g e e Wy 2 sea gets less of the oxygen tion confirmed that there was pleasant view that is a cause 90 to 500 per cc of water. which includes pathogenic
Lok Ll - P ' produced by the plants. Fish evidence of local effects on the for concern. Domestic Beaches with over 120 per cc  bacteria, viruses, and res-
ering mental hospital are not going. l era e begin to retreat. growtllgf marine plants in Liv- sewage is a health hazard. are regarded as very unsatis fact-  istant stages of parasites.
in for the first time, As the oxygen level drops, erpool bay. s ) “p, e &
g8 D o S 4 - the water stagnates and thep F sorane wands in the way .- o EAOsBY Mr,A.].O'Sullivan, biol- Or}:lﬂ water with over 100 E. by theoft?:azz:i}nészz;iihia MANCHESTER
S ahilling staco skt mU?t o pO lcy SERSAE X UtE enin. Jo sl ol ol Day il ogist to ;he Lancast i d coli per cc salmonellae paratyph-  Coli in the water. Coli
the appalling state of mental after- £ That is the process that become a dead sea. Like I‘? ."IC i 'dff LAY R Y P ”:h v water. Collforms
care services provided by the local oy ; : has already begun further Lake Erie, in the United States, —or == Jtesten.a Sea Fisheries Joint oid has been isolated in more than in themselves are not a
authorities in the area. Under the That this is a deliberate policy up-river, which accounts for the it will have been sacrificed to e Committee, says sewage has 40% of samples taken. danger but serve to indic-
1959 Mental Health A t, local 2 was made clear by Ald Macdonald stench hanging over the river the increased profits of fflr-reaching effects on I’_‘ Italy coastal resorts on the ate the likelihood of disease
ZaY Mental nea Ct, loca Steward in his budget statement to around Widnes and Warring- industry. s fisheries and other users Mediterranean set a safety level  causing bacteria and viruses

authorities are obliged to establish
day care facilities and residential
accommodation for those leaving
hospital after psychiatric treatment.
Yet the National Association of
Mental Health recently condemn-

the City Council in February this
year. He said:

“It does not follow automatic-
ally that if we accept the need to
‘provide a particular social service
that we should also indiscriminate-

of marine waters, of one E, coli per cc. being present,” T h a
e poisoners

Poisonous industrial waste harmful inflammable and the vapour given off
to marine lle and a hazard to parts 0( by aone Sample was also i_nﬂammable.

ed local authority provision, des-
cribing it as ‘““barely adequate’at

best, and revealing “‘callous neglect”

in the worst cases. After the report
was published, the Municipal Jour-
nal — local government’s official
magazine — took up the attack and
appealed to local authorities to
show some sense of priorities. The
journal concluded: ““There is an
awful lot of ground to catch up if
another generation of defenceless

]

people are not to be put away.”

Discarded
people

Considering the high incidence
of mental illness in the area, corp-

keep on the right side of the law.
People discharged from mentel

if a policy of providing sheltered
employment, group houses and
family supportive care was vig-
orously pursued.”

Why is this not pursued in
Liverpool? One reason is that the
mentally ill do not form a power-
ful enough lobby to demand a
bigger slice of corporation expend-
iture. This is why the mentally ill
have been successfully ‘contained’
in such places as the Johnson
Street Day Care Centre.

The centre, provided by the
corporation on a spare piece of land
at the back of Higson’s Brewery in
the city centre is merely a common
room where those who have under-
gone psychiatric treatment can
spendoneday a week playing cards
and talking among themselves.
Nothing could be more calculated to
make these people feel separated
from and discarded by the rest of
the community.

centre — and local authorities have
no statutory obligation to provide
car parks.

But while the corporation gener-
ously hands out cash to planning

- Consultants, architects and manage-

ment consultants, it fails to discharge
fully its statutory and moral respon-
sibilities for the mentally ill in

the city.

Communal
good

Some idea of the callous double
think of the corporation’s prestige
lobby can be gained from the con-
troversial report of the McKinsey
styled Director of Transportation
and Basic Services, His report on
Speke airport argues that the corp-
oration should keep Speke open

ly subsidise it. Where services are
being provided on a wholly unec-
onomic basis for people who
require the services BECAUSE OF

 THEIR PERSONAL PROBLEMS

| we should re-examine the necessity
| .

for subsidy and protect only those

l in need.”

This is the man who persistently

defends the £60million Inner Motor-

way as a “‘vital and worthy project,”

| blindly accepting that the personal

problems of car-owning commuters

' should be indiscriminately subsid-

ised by the community.
If phrases like “the good of the
community” are to have any mean-
' ing there must ne a significant shift
' of local authority resources in
 favour of the mentally ill.

- Action

By tipping half a ton of crude sewage
into a swimming pool you would end
up with the same conditions as you get
at New Brighton Beach — according to
samples of river water taken at New

Brighton and analysed for the Free Press,

If you believe the holiday brochures
New Brighton has an unrivalled view of
world shipping.

If you believe your own eyes it has
an unrivalled view of sewage, human ex-
crement, balls of fat, vegetable waste,
contraceptives, household refuse and
sewer scum all left stranded by the tide
on those ‘‘golden” beaches.

New Brighton was singled out in
the report by the Mersey and Weaver
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Brighton it shot up to 56.6 cubic ft.

At this point our analyst shook
his head in disbelief, The level given

A A

at New Brighton is abnormally high, =22
higher even than the reading for o
settled and crude sewage. He explained ==~
that we had erred slightly in dragging

our sample bucket along the bottom

of the shallow water, scooping up a

quantity of mud, Instead of a water

ELLESMERE PORT

the coast where people bathe is being
dumped in Liverpool Bay.

Samples analysed for the Free
Press show that Monsanto Chemicals
(Wrexham), Shell-Mex, Cadbury—
Schweppes, ICI, Exide, BICC, and
Fisons are among the guilty companies.
Samples were taken from the tankers
removing industrial effluent from these
firms. Other samples came from the
holds of the Kinder, the Fairway and
the Seaway — the dumper ships owned
by Effluent Services, and Marine Dis-
posal (Purle).

All these samples were described by
the analyst as constituting a danger to
fish and bird life, and a hazard to

= bathers,

The samples, mainly black in colour,
included solids, pastes, and liquids. They
contained ammonia, ammonium sulphate,
sodium salts, copper and brown grease.

The smell of one sample resembled
that of liquor from a paperworks. An-

4 other substance smelled of organic sol-

vents similar to alcohols or ketones.
Several of the liquid samples were

Another sample appeared to be an
emulsion of animal waste or blood.

Separate samples taken at random
from the 300,000 tons of industrial
effluent dumped each year show that
arsenic, hydrocarbons, lead, mercury,
potassium cyanide, zinc and the res-
idue from the manufacture of rocket
fuel are also being dumped out in the
bay.

The Department of the Environ-
ment claim to have no knowledge of
what and how much is being dumped.
They claim that any survey to get
that information would need the co-
operation of individual dischargers,
who might regard some of their data
as confidential.

Mr Sam Smith, a Southport biol-
ogist, claims that the build-up of
heavy metals in Liverpool Bay could
eventually be lethal to the public using
the beaches.

On a dry day, with wind whipping
up the sand, someone on the beach
might breathe in a speck of cyanide,
which would be instantly fatal, says
Smith.
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